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To offer recreation opportunities the public wants and preserve the physical and natural resources of the parks and recreation system.
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Budget Explanation

Major Changes in Financing and Spending

Creating the 2002 Budget Base
The 2001 adopted budget was adjusted to set the base for the year 2002.  The budget
was increased by more than $661,000 for the anticipated growth in salaries and
fringe benefits related to the collective bargaining process.  An additional $161,000
was added for anticipated increased costs in utilities.  Also, $15,000 was added for
costs relating to background checks on volunteers.  And a spending reduction of
$190,884 was imposed on the department’s general fund budget to limit the growth
of government spending and to avoid an increase to the city’s property tax.

Department Proposals
The Division of Parks and Recreation’s 2002 general fund budget request was
submitted over the base by $68,567 due to an increase in revenues of $68,567 and a
base-related adjustment of 1.1 FTE.   

In addition, various general fund spending reductions were necessary to meet the
base budget:
C Closing Town Square Park, a spending reduction of $180,000. 
C Eliminating spending for Bright Lights-City Nights - spending reduction of

$150,074 which includes staffing reductions of 0.1 FTE Electrician, 0.3 FTE
Forestry Crew Leader, and 1.4 FTE Tree Worker. 

C Eliminating 0.1 FTE Clerk Typist I in Municipal Athletics.  Municipal Athletics is
anticipating a shortfall in the base revenue and needed to reduce costs by $8,075. 

The department request for general fund financing includes the following changes:
C Increasing the transfer from the Metro Operations and Maintenance fund by

$9,001 to fund additional salary costs.
C Increasing the transfer from the Metro Operations and Maintenance fund by

$69,341to cover the costs of salary and fringe benefits for the .9 Arborist that was 
transferred to the general fund.

C The Forestry budget (activity 03195) was reformatted into separate activities based
on actual operations.  

C The overall general fund budget has stayed the same, except for the elimination of
the holiday lights and related costs.

Major changes in the special fund budget request include:
C Municipal Athletic Fund 394 - reflects a reduction in spending of $38,413.  This

includes:  1.5 Park Aide and $12,250 in fees paid to officials.  Also, an increase in
fees of $46,465 is reflected in the 2002 budget in order to balance the budget.

C Harriet Island Regional Park/Downtown Parks - reflects a reduction of $40,000 in
pavilion rental revenue.  The use and programming patterns now established
dictate the 2002 revenue forecast of $50,000. 

Strategic Plans
Saint Paul Parks and Recreation has developed a comprehensive plan and a three-
year strategic plan to provide a broad direction for parks and 
recreation services; using a responsible fiscal approach, Parks and Recreation hopes
to achieve the following key results in 2001-2002.

• Create a Learning Environment - Develop and implement initiatives which
promote continuing education for program participants and staff.  Use
resources to improve staff potential through sound training and development
opportunities.

• Customer Relations and Customer Services Strategies - Sustain and develop
practices and services that improve the quality of life in Saint Paul and respond
to public needs.  Establish benchmarks for customer service and provide
ongoing evaluations to identify and reward successful programs.

• Focus Resources in an Innovative Manner - Identify and implement effective
uses of existing staff through staff development, address management and
structure issues and implement partnerships to accomplish high priority
activities.  Continue to seek out new sources of funding.

• Promoting Our Mission, Vision and Values - Define the
M V V of the organization and promote it internally and externally.  Define
expected behaviors and model them.  Establish processes which consistently
carry the M V V to staff and strive to “keep it alive”.  Acknowledge political
realities.

• Establish Our Role in Environmental Stewardship - Enhance environmental
education programs and develop strategies for preserving the natural and
cultural resources entrusted to Parks and Recreation, including trees, parklands,
natural habitat and historical resources.



Budget Explanation (continued)

Mayor’s Recommendations
In preparing the 2002 proposed budget, the mayor recommends,
• Accepting the department proposals contained in the submitted budget and 
• Restore a reduced level of service for the Bright Lights-City Nights program

($100,000) which includes funding for 0.1 FTE Electrician, 0.2 FTE Forestry
Crew Leader, and 0.9 FTE Tree Worker,

• Add $59,726 to the general fund budget to fund a Mechanic for the specialized
equipment fleet with half of the position supported by Parks’ Special Services
fund,

• Add $44,420 to the general fund budget for a Payroll Clerk to resolve a long-
standing issue for existing payroll staff in Parks and Recreation being unable to
complete all of the weekly payroll duties,

• Add $10,000 to the general fund to ensure the city is in compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act and to respond to an increasing number of
requests for accommodations,

• Responding to the request of the Parks and Recreation Director, funding for
additional Recreation Leader hours have been recommended to assist in improving
senior citizen programming at the recreation centers ($20,000).

Council Actions
The city council adopted the Parks and Recreation department budget and
recommendations as proposed by the mayor, and approved the following changes
recommended by the mayor, 

• move the Harriet Island park budget ($332,162) into the general fund and review
the operations in two years to determine whether the events programmed at the
Harriet Island facilities are generating sufficient revenues,

• place $100,000 of the Rice Arlington Sports Dome budget into contingency with
the expectation that the dome will not be raised in the fall of 2002,

• add $3,955 for the promotion of a landscape architect from a II to a III, and
• create a separate budget to track expenditures related to a grant received from

the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.  ($140,000)

The city council made these further changes,
• restoration of the Bright Lights-City Nights program to the 2001 funding level at

a cost of $50,074. The $50,074 includes funding for a 0.5 fte Tree Worker and
0.1 fte Forestry Crew Leader, and

• restoration of the funding for skating rinks at non-recreation center sites at a cost
of $23,000, which includes the funding for a 0.4 fte Parks Worker.








